
As we approach the half way mark of winter, thank goodness that we have seen very little 
snow however, I do I have that sneaky feeling that we will see snow before the end of 
March.
So, for those of us over 60 or on a low income or living with a disability follow the link for 
some useful information on KEEPING WARM and KEEPING WELL
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/561101/
Keep_warm_keep_well_leaflet_2016.pdf 
 
Hillcrest/Meadow Rise
This project is now completed. The path running through the space has been widen out 
and tarmac’d with wheelchair/pram friendly kissing gates at either end. Several soak-away 
pits have been created along the edge of the path to allow surface water to drain away 
and prevent the flooding of properties further down during the course of very heavy rain. 
The wooded area has been cleared of brambles, and havens for the encouragement of 
wildlife and birds have been created. New lighting columns have been installed more 
evenly spaced out to give adequate lighting the full length of the path. Two beautiful stone 
walls have been built at the Hillcrest end of the path to help prevent the erosion of the 
bank and stop straying animals from 
entering the area in that vicinity. Also, 
the planting of nearly 1000 hawthorn 
bushes along the top of the bank that 
runs along the side of the road will 
prevent animal incursions as well once 
the edge begins to establish itself. (see 
photos)

 
The Black Path – Jubilee St. to the railway station
The Community Council at its January meeting had several members of the public who 
had concerns over the procurement procedure and cost of replacing the bridge. A full and 
frank explanation of the events leading up to the placement of the order was given. It is 
expected that site work will begin within the next 4 to 5 weeks once the actual bridge 
structure is manufactured. This work will include the removal of the old bridge, work on the 
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foundations for the new bridge, its placement and then ancillary works on the path, etc. 
and should be completed by the end of March.
 
Community and Infrastructure Group (CIG)
The group met on 9th January and I am grateful to the young people who attended this 
meeting. We discussed the possible locations for a Ball Court - a Multi Use Games Area 
(MUGA) and 4 sites were identified, at Bryncae Community Centre, bottom of Harold 
Street (empty space next to the play area), Oakbrook Park and Hillcrest/Meadow Rise 
open space. We are now in the process of obtaining preliminary costings regarding each 
site before moving on to local consultation and then making a final decision. Other ideas 
including shelters, an adventure trail, outdoor exercise apparatus etc. was also discussed. 
It was noted with pleasure that the Drop-in Centre is moving forward with a homework club 
and related activities, an idea that came out of last October’s meeting.
Litter – The first litter-pick will be on the 4th February 2017 for 9:30 /10:00 am start.  Meet 
at the end of Jubilee Street by the black path. The Scouts and the Brownies are joining this 
venture along with young people from the Drop-in Centre. This voluntary group have 
named themselves the “Llanharan & Brynna Wimbles”.

Open Spaces 
Members of the CIG group visited several open spaces on 7th January. There has been 
consultation with the Wildlife Trust on how to engage with the immediate neighbourhood of 
some of the sites to bring forward a neighbourhood led solution. During these visits it was 
noted the very poor condition of the footpath leading from Meadow Rise to Oakbrook and 
it was recommended to the Council for that path to be a priority repair for 2017/18. The 
Council has accepted the recommendation.
It was also noted that the top quarter of the same path that leads down the side of the 
cemetery to Brynna Road required repair as well. This was referred to RCT CBC for their 
attention.
Schemes for improving these spaces will now been drawn up in conjunction with further 
public consultation and costed appropriately. Recommendation to the Council will then be 
made as to the matter of priority.

Bus Shelters
A new bus shelter is now in place at the stop opposite the entrance to Parc Bryn Derwen 
on Llanharry Road, in the direction of Llanharry. The CIG through the attention brought by 
a Brynna Ward member has recommended that a bus shelter be installed at the side of 
McColl’s shop in Brynna. The Council has accepted this recommendation and provision 
will be made in the 2017/18 budget for it.
 
Llanharan Medical Facilities 
The joint working group between the two health boards Cwm Taf and ABMU is now up and 
running.  Progress is being made and an action plan is being formulated. The issue still 
surrounds numbers. Whilst there aren’t sufficient numbers of new patients to warrant the 
creation of a new surgery, the present number of patients is great enough to put undue 
pressure on the existing facilities in the area.  As new house builds occur and the overall 
number of patients increases, the Community Council in partnership with our RCT CBC 
members Cllrs Turner and Hopkins and our local AM, Huw Irranca-Davies, will make sure 
things happen the moment that tipping point is reached. If you have any complaints about 
the service you receive and live in Llanharan, Bryncae and Brynna then contact Cwm Taf 
Community Health Council, Unit 10 Maritime Offices Woodland Terrace, Pontypridd CF37 
1DZ. Tel: 01443 405830 who are the official patient representatives for this area and copy 
Dr. Chris Jones Chair of Cwm Taf Health Board -  Unit 3, Navigation Park, Abercynon 
CF45 4SN Tel: 01443 744800. Cwm Taf Health Board is the body responsible for providing 
primary care facilities in this area.



 
Llanharan Bypass  
It has been indicated in the past, that funding for the eastern part of the bypass may come 
in part (or whole) from the Cardiff Region City deal. I note from the national press that the 
signing-off of this deal is imminent so let’s keep our fingers crossed.
 
Llanharan Welfare Field – Car Parking
The final draft of the consultant’s feasibility study has been received by the trustees of 
Llanharan Recreation Grounds Trust (LGRT). Unfortunately, the Trustees could not meet 
in January but there is a meeting scheduled for early February and this matter is on their 
agenda.
 
Monthly Reminders
Please keep your dogs off all the football and rugby pitches in the community and clean up 
after your dog wherever you are.
There has been a lot of comment throughout the community on this topic over last few 
months and it doesn’t seem to be abating. To the vast majority of sensible and responsible 
dog owners and walkers my I say thank you for trying to keep our streets, pavements and 
play areas poo free. To the irresponsible remainder:  If you are walking a dog, YOU are 
responsible for clearing up its mess NOBODY ELSE. Dog poo bags are provided free by 
RCT and there is no reason on this earth why the bag cannot be carried and put into the 
next available poo bin or even YOUR own bin once you have reached home. Throwing a 
used poo bag in the hedge or hanging it from a tree is as bad as not picking it up in the 
first place. I encourage all who witness acts of dog poo being left when it should have 
been cleared up to report it to the RCT CBC enforcement officer (01443 425001) and 
hopefully those who wilfully desecrate our streets, pavements and play areas are fined 
accordingly for their anti-social actions.
 
Also, please adhere to the parking waiting times outside the shops on the Square and 
other places. By going over the allowed time not only do you risk a fine but prevent other 
users who may need to park for a short period from doing so. These places are not all-day 
parking areas therefore please be considerate to your fellow car users!
 
Future Meetings
There will be a meeting of the Council’s Audit Committee on Thursday 2nd February 2017. 
The main item on the agenda (full agenda to be published later) will be the 
recommendations for the budget and precept for 2017/18 and the next ordinary Council 
meeting will be on Thursday 16th February 2017. Both meetings will be at Llanharan 
Miner’s Welfare Hall and commence at 7:00pm.

A reminder that the Minutes of the Community Council’s and it’s committee’s meetings can 
be found at the office in the Drop-in Centre, at the local Post Offices and on the 
Community Council’s  web site www.llanharancc.co.uk
Any compliments or complaints please contact me or Peter Davies, Clerk to Llanharan 
Community Council 01443 231430 Email: clerk@llanharancc.co.uk
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